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ANNUAL The Annual conference opened on Monday morning, May 13th, with the 
CONFERENCE President, Dr. Kaye Lamb in the chair. Following the roll-call of 
libraries and the President's remarks, the reports of the standing committees, 
which had been printed in the Bulletin, were discussed, The liveliest discus- 
sion was provoked by the report of the Committee on legislation. The Chairmen 
of the committee, Miss Anne Smith, went over the suggested amendments to the 
"Libraries Act" point by point, explaining the reason for each clause of the 
proposed legislation relating to the certification of librarians which her com- 
mittee recommended. Several amendments were proposed but later withdrawn and 
the motion that the report be adopted was put to the meeting and carried. The 
motion that every care should be taken to ensure that neither the proposed a- 
mendment to the Public Libraries Act, nor the rules and regulations of the Board 
Should imperil the position of those already employed, was carried. 


"It was moved that if the Board of Certification is constituted be- 
fore the next annual meeting of the Association, that the Executive be empowored 
to appoint the members of the Board who will represent B.C.LeA. and that there- 
after, these members be elected at the annual meeting along with the other offi- 
cers of the Association." This motion was carried, 





At the afternoon session, the Vice-President, Mrs. Nina Napier, 
occupied the chair. The chief speaker was Mr. John Richards of the University 
of Washington Library, whose address on the subject of “Why and how should li- 
brarians associate", proved most comprehensive and provocative, covering library 
associations, staff organizations and unionization for librarians. He explained 
that staff organizations were important in order to give the young members a 
chance to express themselves, and suggested that by affiliating with the larger 
associations more prominence could be given to their ideas and thero might be 
more likelihood of their suggestions for improvement in conditions and status 
being acted upon. 
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At the close of Mr. Richard's address, the chairman threw the meeting 
open for discussion. Speaking on the question of unionism vs professionalism, Mr, 
Morison said that as this subject required a great deel of consideration he sug- 
gested it be left with the incoming Executive to investigate the value of union- 
ization for librarians. Miss Stockett expressed the opinion that unionization 
was obviously the coming thing and thought it a good plan to line up with the 


workers! unions, 


Miss Pollock in discussing staff associations cited an instance of 
a staff association having successfully brought about the restoration of a salary 
schedule and suggested that such organizations could often maxe themselves heard 
by the local administration. She did not feel that it would be of any particu- 
lar benefit to line up such organizations with B.C.L.A. 





Mr. Lidster discussed the meaning of prefessicnaiisn citing various | 
professions as examples, and suggested tiat if libraricns joined up with *he ] 
workers unions librarianship could no longer be called a prcfession, 


Mr. Lidster, for the Resolutions Committee. reac the following reso- 
lution: | 
"Whereas recent educational reforms have directed the attention of 
trustees and others to the long continued anc deplorable noglect of library serv- 
ices in the schools of British Columbia; and whereas the problem of giving such 
libraries the needed professional oversight and advice is now pressing in the 
extreme, Resolved: that the Hon. the Provincial Secretary be urgently requested 
to make early provision for the appointment of a Superintendent of school libra- 


ries." 


Mr. John Ridington, librarian of the University Library, who was to 
retire in August was voted a life member of B.C.L-A;, being proposed by Mrs. Napier, 
and seconded by Mr. Lidster, Dr, Lamb contributing a few reminiscences. 


The evening session consisted of a dinner at the Empress Hotel, which 
was followed by a diversion under the direction of Mrs. Napier, This was a very 
lively and amusing mock radio programme which was thoroughly onjoyed by everyone. 





EXECUTIVE The first meeting of the new Executive was held on June 9th at which 
MEETINGS the chairmen of the various standing committees were appointed as 
follows: 





Government documents - Miss Marjorie Holmes 
Employment = Miss Ruth Cameron 
Publicity - Miss Dorothy Crighton 


Bulletin - Miss Bessie Greenwood 
Provincial relations - Miss Margaret Clay 


Membership - Miss Margaret Creelman 


In addition, Mr. Carrick was appointed Chairman of a Committee to amend the con- 
stitution. 
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On September 20th the Executive met again. 


It was decided to change the title “Chairman of the Bulletin Com- 
mittee" to "Editor of the Bulletin", 


The President read a letter she had drawn up setting forth the . 
advisability of recalling the import tax on books. The Executive approved the 
letter and decided to send copies of it with a covering letter to the Hon, 

JeLe Ilsley, editors of leading newspapers across Canada, presidents of library 
associations in Canada and head librarians of Canadian libraries, 


SCHOOL The manual for Small School Libraries prepared under the direction 

LIBRARY of the Public Library Commission has just been issued by the King's 
’ MANUAL Printer, and is now available at the price of $,25. 

NELSON Miss Margaret Hincks of the Nelson Public Library reports: 

PUBLIC "The point that comes chiefly to mind is that the schools are making 

LIBRARY some attempt upon their own part to direct their children to the 


Library. Since libraries were increased in the schools, our children seem to find 
they can get most of their reading there - which is all right, if they get it some- 
where. But some First grades have been having a Library project -- painting tables 
and chairs, and learning how to handle books <= and their teachers asked if they 
might bring their classes down here in the morning, Quite a departure for this 
town} But it went quite as well as in other places that have long done it =-- with 
bright books set about, and a story told them. We had a rather driven lot of 
Eighth graders also who (some of them) took pains to assure me that they really 
didn't want to read, but their teacher insisted that they appear in school with 
both book and card from the Municipal Library -- so perhaps we'll catch one a- 
gainst his better judgment. 


Our radio work continues, with a weekly fifteen-minute broadcast with 
programmes ranging from a straight book review to books grouped in types or sub- 
jects, and a "News Bulletin" of literary folk and their escapes or vicissitudes 
in Europe," 


VANCOUVER The seventh annual series of lectures sponsored by the Adult Edu- 


PUBLIC cation Committee of the Vancouver Public Library opened at seven 
LIBRARY thirty Wednesday evening, September 18th, in the Medical and Dental 


Auditorium, The subject is History and Current Events and includes backgrounds 
and present situations of several European, North American and Asiatic countries, 
The philosophies of communism, democracy and fascism are treated in three evenings. 
Another topic is "Reconstruction after the War", Two evenings are devoted to 

Prof. Soward's crowd-drawing summaries, All of the speakers are experts in their 
subjects. Dr. GG. Sedgewick gave the introductory address for the seventh con- 
secutive year. The hall was crowded to capacity and as so often in past years, 

a large number of people had to leave without buying season tickets. A donation, 
as generous as possible, will be made to the Red Cross. 
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One of the occasions when the attractive staff rooms of the Vancowe 
Public Library were used for entertaining was a tea given for two guests on July 
2nd. Miss Jennie T. Schrage, Chief of the Traveling Library and Study Club Depart. 
ments, State Free Library Commission, Madison, Wisconsin, and her assistant, Mrs, 
Pearson, reached Vancouver July lst from Alaska, They spent two days seeing Van- 
couver and then drove to the Fraser Valley Union Library at Abbotsford en route 


to Madison. 


The Vancouver Public Library has this year lost two of its most 
valued staff-members, both of whom had been on the staff for twenty years or more, 
and who will be greatly missed by their colleagues and the library public alike, 


At the end of July, Miss Sarah Fisher was forced to resign because 
of ill health. Miss Fisher, who had spent some time in the Public Library in 
Hamilton, Ontario, before coming to Vancouver, is a graduate of the Library School 
of the University of Wisconsin. She was Librarian of Kitsilano Branch from its 
opening until she became Head of the Circulation Dept. in July 1928, which positia 
she held wntil her retirement this year. We hope that she will soon be well on tk 
road to recovery. 





Miss Jessie Robertson, Librarian of Kitsilano Branch for the past 
twelve years, retired at the end of September after twenty-nine years* service in| 
the Vancouver library. She is a graduate of the Library School of McGill Uni- 
versity and before coming to Vancouver had spent ten years in the Public Library 
of Aberdeen, Scotland, 


Always keenly interested in dramatic work, both acting and direct- 
ing, and latterly in radio plays, Miss Robertson plans to continue her activities 
in that field, 


On October 18th the Library Staff gave a supper party in her honowr, 
at which she was presented with an umbrella, and a matching set of travelling 
CASES, 





VICTORIA As National President of the Canadian Federation of Business and Prof 
PUBLIC fessional Women's Clubs, Miss Margaret Clay took a two months! tour | 
LIBRARY across Canada in the spring. The trip entailed much hopping on and 


off trains to speak in numerous cities across the continent, Miss Clay took this 
opportunity to visit many Libraries in the Dominion. She extended her trip into 
the United States to attend the A.L.A. Conference in Cincinnati and the P.N.LA. 
Convention held at Mt. Hood. 


"Gees now we can be educated," a soldier in the Library was heard t¢ 
remark to his companion, upon being told that the City of Victoria had granted 
full borrowing privileges to all the men in the Forces, regardless of where they 
are stationed. 


To date 565 men belonging to the Army, Navy and Air Force, exclusiv 
of former borrowers now in the Services, have taken advantage of this service, of 
these, 517 are resident in districts to which regular Library service is not give 
That there is a desire for betterment in their positions is shown by increasing 
demands for books on subjects relating to the various departments of each of the 
Forces. A 22% increase in the circulation of technical books has been recorded 
over the same period last year. 
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(We may add that the increased circulation of all books pertaining to 
Automobile Mechanics may be traced to the efforts of certain members of the Staff, 
whose spare time is devoted to taking courses in pulling apart and assembling 
motors. ) 





SCHOOL This year the co-operation between the School Board and the Public 
LIBRARIES Library, started last year with the formation of the Schools Depart- 
ment, was carried a step further, All books bought for the Elementary schools were 
ordered through the Public Library, and before being sent to the individual schools 
were accessioned, classified and catalogued. 


Before the books were catalogued, a Classification and Cataloguing 
Committee was appointed by the School Board, Of the eight members of this Come 
mittee six were school librarians; three from elementary schools, one junior high 
school, one senior high school, one from the Technical school and in addition the 
heads of the Schools Department and of the Catalogue Department of the Public 
Library. The Committee adapted and revised the Simplified Classification used 
in the Boys and Girls Department of the Public Library for use in school libra- 
ries and decided upon the various forms of cards to be used. In every case sim- 
plicity was stressed. 


A course in Cataloguing and Classification was given at the Sumer 
School for teachers in Victoria by Mrs. Nina Napier, and a similar course is being 
given in the Vancouver night schools this winter by Mr. Walter Lanning. 


WAR AND 
THE LIBRARY War Service Libraries in B.C, 








The following statement outlines the ramifications of the federal 
scheme of organization for war libraries, and indicates the general devel opment 
and progress to October 1940, 


On October 4, 1939, the Public Library Commission wrote to the Secre- 
tary of the Department of Militia and Defence and volunteered, with the full ap- 
proval of the Provincial Secretary, Dr. George M. Weir, to undertake the responsi- 
bility for organizing and administering the “educational and recreative library 
facilities" for the troops in British Columbia, and offered to submit plans which 
had been drawn up immediately after the outbreak of war, An outline of the pro- 
posed plan is appended to this summary. The Public Library Commission assumed 
that the work would be undertaken by the Dominion as part of the military war 
work, This letter was acknowledged but no request was made for submission of 
plans. 


On October 28th a letter was received from Brigadier Foster, Director 
of the Auxiliary Service, supplementing the acknowledgment of the Public Library 
Commission letter of October 4th. Brigadier Foster's letter outlined the service 
assigned to various national organizations which are co-operating with the Depart- 
ment of National Defence. 











<= 


To the Canadian Association for Adult Education and the Canadian 

Legion was given the charge of all educational work for enlisted men. The provi- 
sion for books and magazines was assigned to the Imperial Order of the Daughters 
of the Empire. In the larger centres in the East, the different boards had agreed 
to establish branch libraries in camps, and these were being supplemented by spe- 
cial work undertaken by other organizations. Brigadier Foster concluded by re- 
questing a copy of the Public Library Commission's plan and saying that a repre- 
sentative would call in the near future. 





In a letter of December 1, 1939, from the Secretary of the Public 
Library Commission to the members of the Commission, the Secretary summarized 
certain conclusions drawn from correspondence between himself and Dr. Corbett of 
the Canadian Association for Adult Education and from members of the Co-ordinating 
Council for War Work and Civilian Service in Vancouver. 


"(1) Though the Dominion Government, through Brigadier Foster, has promised 
that a comprehensive educational service will be made available to 
troops in training, apparently no details of this service have been 
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worked out as yet. 


(2) The whole question of financial assistance from the Dominion Govern- 
ment for provincial agencies is still hanging fire, and up to the 
present, at least, the Federal authorities have avoided any financial 
commitments whatsoever. They are obviously out to secure all they 
can from voluntary and provincial agencies free of charge, and whether 
they will prefer to set up organizations of their own rather than sub- 
sidize existing agencies when the limit of free help has been reached 
remains to be seen, 


(3) Both in Vancouver and Victoria the organization of the auxiliary 
services is being set up upon a purely local basis, and I gathered in 
conversation with Captain MacLean that this will also be true of the 
other points throughout the Province where some organization of the 
sort may be necessary. 


(4) From the foregoing it seems to me evident that as yet there is no way 
in which the Public Library Commission can fit into the war service 
picture, and whether the Commission can or cannot be of service will 
depend upon the educational program and the financial policy ulti- 
mately adopted by Ottawa." 


During July 1940, Mr. F. C. Jennings, Librarian of the Ottawa Public 
Library, visited Vancouver and Victoria on tour for the Canadian Legion. Ina 
mimeographed report entitled Supplementary Report Library Service to the Forces 
covering Military Districts 11, 13, 12 & 10, Mr. Jennings says "The best local 
organizations are those of Vancouver and Victoria." Later in his recommendation 
he says of these two committees, 








"The excellent work of these two local committees will be considerably 
enhanced by the provision of technical and other classed books as well 
as more new volumes for the expansion and replacement of collections 
In view of the importance of Military District #11 as a war area, no 
under survey by the Joint Defence Board, the Legion would be well ad 
vised to secure the co-operation of the Provincial Library Commissia 
to fulfil liaison duties and provide it with $5,000 worth of new books 
selected after consultation. These would be utilized by the Commissi 
in supporting the activities of the local committees." 
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The recommended grant of $5,000 will be a great boon to the two com- 
mittees, for undoubtedly most of the suitable free material has already been do- 
nated and it will be increasingly difficult to maintain satisfactory standards. 
May we venture to hope that the Dominion Government will increase its grant and 
designate the Public Library Commission as the co-ordinating agency for this 
Province? 


Such a grant is desperately needed for the provision of the expensive 
technical books essential to the courses now being offered under the auspices of 
the Canadian Association for Adult Education and the Canadian Legion. These 
courses are available in a number of subject fields to enlisted men. The funda- 
mental difficulty involved was the continual movement of troops from one centre to 
another. This has been overcome (details worked out by Mr. William Gibson of the 
British Columbia Department of Education) by organizing the courses on the corres- 
pondence principle, and also by the division of the work into units, each of which 
is designed to be covered in approximately four weeks. By this means it will be 
possible for an enlisted man to take unit one in Victoria and unit two, for example, 
in Calgary. A.M.S. 


The original plan proposed a year ago for War service libraries by 
the Public Library Commission follows: 


WAR SERVICE LIBRARIES - BRITISH COLUMBIA 





Proposed plan of organization 


GENERAL PLAN 





The whole service to be supervised by the Public Library Commission 
from war service headquarters in Victoria, where one fully trained, paid libra- 
rian would be necessary. 


Geographical considerations would make two district offices necessary, 
one for Vancouver Island and one for the Mainland, but the Island office could be 
united with the general headquarters in Victoria. Each of these district offices 
would require a fully trained, paid librarian, 


These district offices would service training camps, garrisons, etc., 
as indicated on the accompanying chart. Two paid assistants, preferably with some 
library training or experience, would be necessary, one in the largest training 
centre on the Island and on the Mainland, respectively. 


BOOK SUPPLY 
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The books required would be of four kinds:- 


1. Recreational reading - fiction and non-fiction, 

2 Technical books, required for the special purposes of the 
military itself, 

Se Educational books, for use in connection with courses, etc., 
arranged by the Canadian Association of Adult Education, 
and other approved bodies, 
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Special publications, such as those distributed by the 
medical service in connection with venereel disease, etc, 


SOURCE OF BOOKS 





1. The Commission is confident that books suitable for re- 
creational purposes can be secured by the donation from the 
public, provided that the public is asked to supply a defi- 
nite need, and is confident that gifts will be put to good 


USCe 


2e and 3, Technical and educational books cannot be secured 
otherwise than by purchase, and the Commission recommends 
that an initial grant of $10,000 for such books be made 
available, to be expended if and as required. 


4, Presumably special publications would be supplied by the 


medicaland other authorities concerned, and simply distri- 
buted and handled by the iibrary service. 


HANDLING OF BOOKS 





Books would be received, sorted, and where necessary catalogued at 
headquarters on the Island, and at the Mainland district office on the Mainland, 


They would then be sent either (1) to the largest training centre 
in the district, for use there and distribution to Y.M.C.A. centres, Salvation 
Army huts, small garrisons, etc., in the camp or adjacent to it, or (2) direct 
from the district office to similar centres if these can be reached more con-= 
veniently from the district office than from the largest training centre. 


The largest book collections would probably be fairly stationary, 
but the books sent to the smaller centres, Y.M.C.A. rooms, etc., would be ex- 
changed for others at intervals, as is done in the case of communities receiv- 
ing travelling libraries from the Public Library Commission, 


As this suggests, the whole scheme of distribution here. outlined 
consists of nothing but the adaptation of the Commission's ordinary book services 
to meet a special war-time need, 


STAFF 





When in full operation the service would require, in the opinion of 
the Commission, the following staff:- 


3 fully trained librarians; one at headquarters at $125 a month; 
2 in district offices at $100 a month each. 


2 library assistants, at $75 a month each, preferably with some 


a 


library experience or training. 


Beyond this, the Commission would hope to carry on the service with 
the help of volunteer civilian assistants outside the training centres, etc., and 
with the help of enlisted men inside these centres, 


Total cost of salaries would thus be $5,700 per year, 
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PROPOSED BUDGET Annual Cost. 





Staff - 5 persons, as indicated above . .. «ee. $5, 700 

Books = educational and technical books, first grant 10,000 

Supplies, essential furniture to start the service, 
incidentals 2,500 


$18, 200 


FROM THE MILITARY 





The Commission would expect to receive from the military authorities:- 


(1) Any buildings necessary to house the libraries within 
camps, etc. 


(2) Uniforms and subsistence for any members of the library 
staff whose work kept them fairly continuously in a train- 
ing centre = in other words, the Commission would expect 
the military authorities to give these men a standing in 
the camp, even though they might not be enlisted in the 
army. (This was done in the United States with satisfaction 
to all concerned during the Great War, ) 


(3) A certain amount of general co-operation in such matters 
as transporting book boxes, etc. 


EXISTING SERVICES 





The Commission is aware that certain organizations and also certain 
of the military units themselves have already set up library services of various 
sorts, and varying degrees of effectiveness, in some of the camps. To begin with, 
the Commission has no intention of disturbing such services, and it would take 
them over, or supersede them, only as the development of its own services made it 
clear that the replacement service would be more satisfactory. 


A PROVISIONAL PLAN ONLY 





The Commission believes that the plan of service here outlined is both 
practical and economical, but it recognizes that many modifications in detail may 
be necessary, even though the general principles may be sound. 


For one thing, the plan has had to be prepared without definite infor- 
mation as to the number of troops which will probably have to be served in British 
Columbia, and without much indication of the way in which they will be distributed, 


At the same time the Commission is convinced that centralized control 
of the war library service is the only economical plan, as it makes it possible 
to revise plans and redistribute books with a minimum of waste and delay whenever 
a change in military requirements makes a corresponding change in the location or 
population of the training centres or garrisons necessary. 


(For outline see next page). 
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WAR SERVICE LIBRARIES--BRITISH COLUMBIA 





Proposed plan of organization 


HEADQUARTERS 





Public Library Commission 


Victoria, B.C. 
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and in District 
Garrison groups, etc., which 
can be served better from 
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district office than through Pd 
& larger camp. / ~ 








YeMeC oA Other Small camps or garrisons 
huts, which can best be served 
etc. in this way, rather than 


through district office. 


These smaller centres to rec2zive small assort- 
ments of books from the large camp library, to 
be changed as often as proves necessary. 





NUMBERS indicate position of the five librarians which, in the opinion of 
the Commission, would be essential to carry on a proper war service 
library service, 

General headquarters, and Vancouver Island District Office, could have 
quarters in common, 
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WAR EXCHANGE TAX 





The following is the letter sent by the Executive of the B.CeLeA. to 


the Hon. JeL. Ilsley, Minister of Finance, 


September 30, 1940. 


Hone dele Ilsley, Kes, 
Minister of Finance, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Ottawa, Canada, 


Dear Sir: Re IMPORT TAX ON BOOKS 





In the belief that it creates a tax on learning, which was 
far from the intention of the measure, the British Columbia Library 
Association urgently requests that exemption from the new ten per cent 
import tax be granted to all books which form a contribution to know- 
ledge. 


Specifically, we request that the following classifica- 
tions be exempted from the tax: ; 


(a) Library reference aids published in United States and 
not available elsewhere = such as, HeW. Wilson in- 
dexes and bibliographies (Readers! guide, Industrial 
arts index, Agricultural index, etc.) which are in- 
dispensable to the modern library; year books such 
as World almanac and Mineral industry; etc, 














(b) Technical books. British works are not always appli- 
cable to conditions here and for this reason volumes 
published in the United States are essential in many 
branches of science and industry in Canada, ef. 
Architectural Forum's Year book of small houses 
1936- » Bennett's Chemical formulary, Dyke's Auto-= 
mobile and gasoline engine encyclopedia, and Thompson's 
International cyclopedia of music and musicians. 














(c) New and worthwhile books in the field of literature. 
"It is of first importance that the lamp of real liter- 
ature should be kept burning during warts blackout...." 
says the Times literary supplement in a news note of 
August 17, 1940, in its campaign against the Purchase 
Tax on books, 





(ad) Gifts. Under present circumstances many libraries are 
not in a position to accept gifts of books from United 
States sources, The import tax, based on the value set 
by the customs department, in many cases would make the 
gift too expensive to accept. 
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We would like to point to the British experience under very 
similar circumstances, When the new Purchase Tax was promulgated this year 
the literary world felt that the tax on learning thus created was not in 
keeping with the principles of democracy. 


Hugh Walpole, one of those who led the fight to have the tax 
removed, declared -- “It was no exaggeration to say that if the tax were 
imposed it might make contemporary literature silent and invisible and that 
it would be a desertion from the cause of freedom." (Times literary supple- 
ment, July 13, 1940, page 333) 





And J.B. Priestley, so well known to Canadian radio audiences, 
in an article in the New Statesman and Nation, July 13, 1940, says in part: 


"At a time when public morale is all-important it is proposed to 
put a tax on it. It would pay the Government to spend ten mil- 
lion pounds on books these next few months to give them away and 
encourage their production. But for the chance of a pitiful 
little extra revenue, which will promptly be cancelled out by 
losses elsewhere, it is proposed to cripple the book trade, ...e. 
either increase the cost of education or reduce its effective- 
ness, fine the public for indulging in a most valuable form of 
recreation, and strike a terrible blow at the whole intellec- 
tual and cultural life of the country. I doubt if a more thor- 
oughly mischievous tax has ever been seriously considered. The 
damage it can do is so wildly out of all proportion to the miser- 
able revenue it can bring that you almost feel it musi be the 
creation of some evil genius and not the result of the usual 
stupidity. 


evceeeedust at the time when we need a free and generous ex- 
change of new ideas and knowledge, we may discover that such an 
exchange is no longer at our command just because, in order to 
fetch in a doubtful extra bit of revenue, the best medium has 
been wrecked. No worse moment could have been chosen for the 
taxation of books, There is, I repeat, a touch of genius in ; 
such stupidity." 


These and similar protestations won their point and the 
British Government withdrew its proposed impost. 





Our government's intention in this tax is undoubtedly a 
worthy one, to finance the war, It is open to question, however, whether 
the revenue to be gained by the tax on books would not be out of all pro- 
portion to the damage inflicted on the cause of intcllectual independence, 
In these days, when the totalitarian states have made it a definite part 
of their policy to burn books and to suppress creative thought among their 
citizens, it is more than ever imperative that in Canada ideas should have 
free play. 


If the Government received ten per cent on the value of all 
books purchased for libraries in Canada the sum total would not be more 
than $75,000, The Dominion Bureau of Statistics Survey of Libraries for 
1936-38 (the latest reports available ) shows that revenue from books and 
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periodicals for public and university libraries in 1937 was as follows: 
Public library purchases $502, 509. 
University Library Purchases $259, 840 
Total $762, 349 


Even if all of these purchases were subject to the ten 
per cent impost, the revenue to the government would be only $76,234. 
In that total, however, are unquestionably a large number of books 
not subject to the tax. Only a proportion of that revenue is spent 
in the United States even in normal times, Today patriotism, as well 
as the exchange rate, has made librarians very loathe to purchase any- 
thing in the United States except essentials. Thus the revenue ob- 
tained, although vital to individual libraries, would be negligible 
to the Government. 


There can be no question of the value to the nation of 
maintaining libraries during the war. They offer recreation and ine 
struction to masses of readers, Such days as these enforce a serious 
habit of mind and thousands are ready to study questions which they 
had ignored or only superficially considered before. For them the 
provision of books on politics, sociology, philosophy and religion 
which the public libraries are able to make is an invaluable boon, 


As late as August 24th during the terrible air raids 
the Times literary supplement could still publish an editorial - 
"The Service of the Libraries" - which concludes as follows: 





4 
"The librarian should be regarded as a public 


servant of high importance, not as a mere minister 
of amenities that can be dispensed with in the more 
momentous hours of the people's destiny, and all 
possible private and public support should be given 
to enable this vital national service to be main- 
tained," 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
"Anne Me Smith" 
President, 
British Columbia Library Association. 
"Irene McAfee" 


Secretary, 
British Columbia Library Association. 


University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada, 


Copies of this letter and excerpts from English periodicals regarding 


the English purchase tax on books, were sent to all Library Associations, Heads of 
larger libraries across Canada and to a selected list of newspaper editors, and 
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Federal Members. The response so far has been most gratifying. Practically all 
those approached have promised whole-hearted support. The newspapers have been 
most generous with news stories and editorials, one, The Edmonton Bulletin, giving 
it front-page headlines, It remains to be seen what action the Government will 


take. 
PERSONAL Armstrong: Miss Kathleen Armstrong, a member of the staff of the 
NOTES Boys’ and Girls! Dept. of the Vancouver Public Library, left in 


September for Toronto where she will attend the Library School of the University 
of Toronto. 


Black: Miss Margaret Black has rejoined the staff of the Vancouver Public Library, 
as First Assistart in the Boys' and Girls Department, 


Campbell: Mr, Harry Campbell, former student assistant in the U.B.C. Library, is 
now attending the University of Toronto Library School. 


Carrick: Mr. Bruce Carrick has succeeded Mr. C. Ke Morison as Librarian of the 
fraser Valley Union Library. 


Crosby: Miss Kathleen Crosby has been appointed Children's Librarian of Kitsilan 
Branch, Vancouver Public Library. 


Filmer: Miss Evelyn Filmer, of the Boys and Girls! Dept, of the Vancouver Public 
Library was married on July 27th to Mr. Murray Martin of Vancouver. 


Garratt: Miss Jean Garratt, Children's Librarian of the Fraser Valley Union Li- 
brary resigned at the end of August. 


Griffin: Miss Marjorie Griffin who has been on the Staff of Kitsilano Branch of 
the Vancouver Public Library left at the end of August. She is now attending 
Normal School in Vancouver, 


Holland: Miss Virginia Holland, formerly First Assistant in the Boys and Girls! 
Dept. of the Vancouver Public Library is now Librarian of Kitsilano Branch. 


Ireland: Mr. W. E. Ireland has succeeded Dr. Kaye Lamb as Provincial Archivist. 


Jenkins: Miss Irene Jenkins has joined the staff of the Boys? and Girls! Dept, of 
the Vancouver Public Library. 


Lamb: Dr. Kaye Lamb has succeeded Mr. John Ridington as Librarian of the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia, 


Lewis: fiss Gwynneth Lewis has been appointed Head of the Circulation Dept, of 
the Vancouver Public Library to succeed Miss Fisher, 





McCannel: Miss Isabel McCannel of the Circulation Dept. of the Vancouver Public 
Library has been made First Assistant of that Department, 


Mc Kay: Miss Ruth McKay, of the Catalogue Dept. of the Vancouver Public Library 
left at the end of August to be married. She is now Mrs. R=. Park of Vernon, B.% 
Her place has been taken by Miss Beverley Robinson. 
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MacKenzie: Miss Kathleen MacKenzie is now on the staff of the Kitsilano Branch of 
the Vancouver Public Library. 


Morison: Mr. CeKe Morison is now Provincial Librarian and Superintendent of 
Library Extension Service, 


Mostar: Mr. Roman Mostar was appointed Cataloguer of the Fraser Valley Union 


Library. 
Peirson: Miss Arabella Peirson has been transferred from Kitsilano Branch to the 


Circulation Dept. of the Vancouver Public Library. 


Ridington: At the end of August, when Mr. John Ridington was retiring as University 
Librarian, the staff of the library held a tea in his honour at which they presented 
him with a silver tray, suitably engraved, 


Stewart: Miss Edith Stewart is now a member of the teaching staff of Crofton 
House School in Vancouver, 


Stewart: Dr. Helen G. Stewart is on her way to Trinidad where, at the invitation 
of the government of Trinidad she will undertake a library survey with a view to 
establishing a regional library for the colony. The Carnegie Corporation is making 
a grant to the government for this purpose. 


Will those librarians who have any news on personal items which they 
wish included in the next issue please send them to the Editor of the Bulletin, 
at the Vancouver Public Library. 





